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(54) OPTICAL BRANCHER/COUPLER AND ITS PRODUCTION 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce a branch loss and to obtain parts to be 
used for optical branching and coupling without especially 
determining an I/O direction by setting up a light control 
member to be arranged on a branch part on an optimum 
position. 

CONSTITUTION: A light control layer 14 is formed on the light 
control member 13 to be moved in a groove 16 formed on an 
intersecting pat between both optical guides 9 f 10. The groove 
1 6 is formed in a direction inclined from a direction vertical to a 
center bisector between the optical axes of both the optical 
waveguides 9, 1 1 i.e. the same direction of the layer 14, only by 
0. Thereby, the layer 1 4 is moved in parallel with its thickness 
direction due to the movement of the member 13 and the layer 
14 and an intersecting point between the center lines of both 
the waveguides 9, 10 coincides with the layer 14. Consequently, 
the optical brancher/coupler capable of executing optical 
branching and coupling of low loss can be obtained. 
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